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CITY AND COUNTY OF SWANSEA

MINUTES OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

HELD AT THE GUILDHALL, SWANSEA ON FRIDAY, 17 APRIL 2015

AT 9.30 AM
PRESENT:
Councillor(s) Councillor(s)
P Downing C E Lloyd
Independent Members:
G Evans M Howells M Williams

J Gomes

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2015 - 2016.

RESOLVED that Meirion Howells be appointed as Chair of the Standards Committee
for the Municipal Year 2015 - 2016.

Meirion Howells (Chair) Presiding

APPOINTMENT OF VICE - CHAIRMAN FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2015 - 2016.

RESOLVED that Jill Burgess be appointed as Vice Chair of the Standards
Committee for the Municipal Year 2015 - 2016.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

Apologies for absence were received from J Burgess and Councillor L G Thomas.

DISCLOSURES OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS.

In accordance with the provisions of the Code of Conduct adopted by the City and
County of Swansea, no interests were declared.

MINUTES.
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Standards Committee held on 13 February
2015, be accepted as a correct record subject to Minute 47, “Discussion Regarding

the Meeting with Community Councils” being amended as follows:

Delete the penultimate word of the final paragraph which is “and”. Replace it with
the word “had”.
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Minutes of the Standards Committee (17.04.2015)
Contd

MATTERS ARISING

Minute 48 “Community / Town Councils Standards Sub Committee Merger with
Standards Committee”.

The Deputy Head of Legal, Democratic Services and Procurement confirmed that
the maximum period for the length of service for Community / Town Councillors was
no more than 4 years. She indicated that she would consider the legislation in order
to establish whether the sitting Community / Town Councillors would be eligible to
stand on the merged Committee should it be created.

Minute 49 “Councillors Local Dispute Resolution”
The Public Services Ombudsman for Wales views had been informally sought
regarding whether it would be appropriate to extend the Local Dispute Resolution to

consider complaints against Councillors by members of the public. The
Ombudsman’s view was this was not appropriate.

STANDARDS COMMITTEE AND CODE OF CONDUCT TRAINING.

The Head of Legal, Democratic Services & Procurement and Monitoring Officer
provided training to the Members of The Standards Committee.

COMMUNITY / TOWN COUNCILS STANDARDS SUB COMMITTEE MERGER
WITH STANDARDS COMMITTEE - VERBAL

The Head of Democratic Services provided an update in relation to the Merger of the
Standards Committee and Community Council Standards Sub Committee.

Out of the 22 Local Authorities in Wales, only Swansea and Powys still have
separate Standards and Community Council Standards Sub Committees. In order to
progress the merger, the Head of Democratic Services has commenced the
consultation process with the 24 Community/Town Councils. The consultation
deadline is 15 May 2015. Reminders have been sent and further reminders are
scheduled prior to the deadline.

A further verbal update will be provided at the next Standards Committee meeting on
5 June 2015. A report will be presented to Council on 25 June 2015 setting out the
results of the consultation and a proposal for the future.

RESOLVED that the update be noted.
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WORKPLAN 2015 - 2016.

RESOLVED that the Workplan 2016-2016 be noted.

Date Issue

5 June 2015 Protocol for Members of the Standards Committee to
attend other Committees as Observers (Huw Evans)

5 June 2015 Dispensation Regime (Patrick Arran)

5 June 2015 Overview of Councillor Training inc. Issues of Attendance

4 September
2015

Overview of Councillor Training inc. Issues of Attendance

4 September
2015

Treating People with respect

4 September
2015

Inconsistency in Ombudsman Decisions

September and
4 December
2015

Various Merger of the Standards Committee and the Community /
Town Councils Standards Sub Committee (Huw Evans)

TBC Local Dispute Resolutions

TBC Declarations of Interest

TBC Good governance and best practice

Aim for 4 | Annual meetings with Political Group Leaders and Chairs

of Committee (Audit, Cabinet Advisory x 5, Democratic
Services, General Licensing, Planning and Scrutiny
Programme)

The meeting ended at 10.55 am

CHAIR




